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promise, and sue for an armistice on the most advantageous
terms possible. M. Reynaud clung to the former plan, but
regarded it as calling for a military capitulation in order to
spare the country irreparable destruction. General \Veygand,
whom M. Reynaud had appointed Commander-in-Chief in
France on 20 May, refused to capitulate. He maintained that he
would either fight on to the bitter end, or would resign, but
that for a soldier to capitulate in open country would bring
total dishonour to the French Army. The cessation of hostilities
was a matter for the Government to decide. Faced with this
impasse, and with heavy pressure from within his cabinet that
he should seek armistice terms, M. Reynaud resigned on
16 June. Marshal Petain, the 'Hero of Verdun5 now aged 84,
formed a newr government with the prime purpose of conclud-
ing an armistice. The next day Petain asked Hitler for terms,
and these became known on 20 June.1
The armistice with Germany was signed on 22 June. It
divided France into two parts, with the demarcation-line
tanning from the Franco-Swiss frontier near Geneva west-
wards to near Tours, and then southwards to the Franco-
Spanish frontier near Pau. German troops occupied the whole
of the northern area, including the Atlantic coast, but the
French Government kept control of the Mediterranean
coast. It was also allowed to keep a small army of 100,000 men,
the French fleet, and the overseas territories. Alsace and
Lorraine w*ere again, as in 1871, annexed to Germany. This
partition existed until November 1942, when the Germans
occupied the whole country. The prisoners of war, numbering
1 See Recalled to Service: The Memoirs of General Maxime Weygand (1952)
for a detailed and authoritative account of these events. Many of the
leading personalities have now published personal memoirs: especially
Paul Baudouin: The Private Diaries of Paul Baudouin (1948); F. Charles-
Roux: Cinq Alois Tragiques aux Affaires £trangeres (1949); A. Lebrun:
Temoignage (1946); Pierre Laval: The Unpublished Diary of Pierre Laval
(1948). For text of Franco-German Armistice of 22 June 1940, see
below. Appendix III. The French texts of both this and of the Franco-
Italian Armistice of 24 June are printed in A. Kammerer: op. tit,
pp. 324 ff.

